The International Union of Toxicology (IUTOX): history and its role in information on toxicology.
The International Union of Toxicology (IUTOX) was founded in 1980 in Brussels. The initiative was started by the Society of Toxicology (SOT), USA, and the European Society of Toxicology in 1975 (EST), and the foundation prepared by an Inter Society Liason Committee. Eight National Societies of Toxicology were founding members of IUTOX besides SOT and EST. It now comprises 43 national/regional Societies from all over the world, representing over 20,000 toxicologists. Information has always been a key element in toxicology. Information exchange in IUTOX has evolved from letters and phone calls to fax, e-mail and the use of the Internet. Initially, newsletters were created which were mailed and later displayed on the Web. The website has been developed as a major information tool with many useful links, thereby providing information for the scientific community, the media and the lay public.